
December 19, 2022 
 
Legislative Office Building 
Albany, NY 12247 
 
Re:  Oppose Legislation Promoting “Chemical Recycling”  
 
Dear New York State Legislators:   
 
We, the undersigned 117 organizations, urge you to withhold your support for and avoid co-
sponsoring any legislation that supports so-called “advanced recycling” or “chemical recycling”. 
There are currently no chemical recycling facilities operating in New York State and it is 
imperative that we keep it that way. 
 
“Chemical recycling” is a marketing strategy to protect increased plastic production by trying to 
convince lawmakers that plastics are sustainable and recyclable. It is an umbrella term for a suite 
of problematic technologies that attempt to turn plastic into fossil fuel or break it down into its 
chemical components. In practice, chemical recycling means burning. It amounts to a two-step 
process that superheats and boils plastics down into gasses or chemicals or tars or oils and toxins. 
Despite the industry’s claims, there will always be some oxygen present during the process, 
resulting in combustion, and the resulting fuels are then burned elsewhere. These facilities don’t 
recycle plastic. 
 
“Chemical recycling” is the next generation of trash burning. Industry-backed “chemical 
recycling” bills would remove critical, long standing solid waste oversight and regulatory 
safeguards for incineration, incentivizing new sources of toxic pollution. It’s important to note 
that “chemical recycling” facilities are almost always built in low-income communities and/or 
communities of color - a serious threat to environmental justice. 
 
The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) analyzed U.S. “chemical recycling” facilities 
in its September 2022 report, “Recycling Lies.” NRDC found that these technologies generate 
copious amounts of hazardous waste, have large carbon footprints, are constructed in 
environmental justice communities, create fuels which generate the same harmful air pollution as 
burning fossil fuels, and, significantly, require the ongoing production of new plastics from fossil 
fuels1. Greenhouse gas emissions from “chemical recycling” facilities can be as bad as those 
from conventional incinerators, which are, in turn, worse for the climate than coal-fired power 
plants2. 
 
We strongly support recycling, but plastics recycling has always been a failure. Unlike the 
recycling of metal, paper, and glass which is effective, plastics recycling in the U.S. is not 
working, achieving a dismal rate of 5%3 in 2019. In response to the clear failure of plastics 

 
1 https://www.nrdc.org/resources/recycling-lies-chemical-recycling-plastic-just-greenwashing-incineration 
2 http://www.energyjustice.net/incineration/worsethancoal 
3https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2022/04/28/2431659/0/en/NREL-Calculates-Lost-Value-
of-Landfilled-Plastic-in-U-S.html 



recycling, the petrochemical industry is now promoting so-called “chemical recycling” in an 
effort to distract legislators and the public from the ever-worsening crisis of plastic pollution and 
undermine proven, effective plastic waste reduction policies.  
 
Despite the fact that the environment is already flooded with plastic waste, the production of 
fossil-fuel based plastic is expected to double in the next 20 years. Chemical industry lobbyists 
have latched on to the concept of “chemical recycling” as a sustainable sounding way to make 
plastic waste vanish from sight in order to justify their plans to ramp up production. 
Unfortunately, nothing could be further from the truth. 
 
New York must avoid passing any “chemical recycling” bills like the one introduced by Senator 
John Mannion (S7891) and Assemblymember Alicia Hyndman (A9495) in the last legislative 
session. Instead, we urge you to support comprehensive packaging reduction laws like Senator 
Rachel May’s Extended Producer Responsibility Program for Packaging (S9493) that would 
require significant reductions in packaging, invest in reuse and refill systems, provide relief to 
local taxpayers, reduce toxic chemicals in packaging, and include a strong definition of recycling 
that prohibits burning trash by any name. So-called “chemical recycling” technologies that harm 
communities, hasten the climate crisis, and perpetuate a reliance on single-use plastic should not 
be considered viable solutions moving forward. 
 
For further information, please contact Judith Enck, President of Beyond Plastics at  
judithenck@bennington.edu. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judith Enck, President 
Beyond Plastics  
 

Edna Litten, President 
Beyond Plastics Altamont  

Jill Padua, Member 
Beyond Plastics Sullivan County  
 

Doug Couchon, President 
Elmirans and Friends Against Fracking  

Kate Kurera, Deputy Director 
Environmental Advocates NY  
 

Joe Heath  
Onondaga Nation General Counsel  

Anne Rabe, Environmental Policy Director 
NYPIRG  
 

Jennifer Scarlott, Coordinator 
North Bronx Racial Justice  

Andy Mager, Coordinator 
Syracuse Cultural Workers  
 

Alycia Bacon, Organizer 
Mothers Out Front NY  

Chris Murawksi, Executive Director 
Clean Air Coalition of Western New York  
 

Eric Weltman, Senior Organizer 
Food & Water Watch  

mailto:judithenck@bennington.edu


Kathleen Stein, President 
League of Women Voters of St. Lawrence 
County, New York  
 

Meredith Faltin, Steering Committee Member 
Queens Climate Project  

Sara Gronim, Co-leader 
350Brooklyn  
 

Jane Selden, Co-chair, WasteNøt/350NYC 
350NYC  

Ellen Neumaier, President 
ACES Aurorans for Climate and 
Environmental Sense  
 

Charles Manning, Chair, Albany UU Green 
Sanctuary Team 
Albany UU  

George Povall, Executive Director 
All Our Energy  
 

Paul Connett, Director 
American Environmental Health Studies 
Project (AEHSP) 
 

Sonia Skindrud, Basilica Green Advisor 
Basilica Hudson  
 

Justin Green, Executive Director 
Big Reuse  

Jennifer Scarlott, Coordinator 
Bronx Climate Justice North  
 

Debby Lee Cohen, Executive Director 
Cafeteria Culture  

Brian Eden, Policy Coordinator 
Campaign for Renewable Energy  
 

Barbara Spink, Co-chair 
Capital Region Interfaith Creation Care 
Coalition 
  

Mary Smith, Communications Director 
Church Women United in New York State  
 

Tracy Frisch, Chair 
Clean Air Action Network of Glens Falls  

Christine Primomo, Steering Committee 
Clean Air Coalition of Greater Ravena 
Coeymans  
 

Kim Cameron, Secretary 
Climate Change Awareness & Action  

Margaret Reilly, Co-Leader 
Climate Crisis Working Group of Indivisible 
Mohawk Valley (IMV)  
 

Thomas Hirasuna, Co-Chair 
Climate Reality Finger Lakes Greater Region 
NY Chapter  

Eve Morgenstern, Co-Chair 
Climate Reality Hudson Valley & Catskills  
 

Joseph Pepe, Climate Leader 
Climate Reality Project  

Francesca Rheannon, Co-chair 
Climate Reality Project Long Island Chapter  
 

Suzie Ross, Co-chairperson 
Climate Reality Project- Westchester Chapter  



Joseph Wilson, Coordinator 
Coalition for Outreach, Policy & Education  
 

Maura Stephens, Co-founder 
Coalition to Protect New York  

Arthur Kopelman, President 
Coastal Research & Education Society of 
Long Island (CRESLI)  
 

Cheryl Frank, President 
ColorBrightonGreen  

Cheryl Frank, President 
Creation Collaborative  
 

Kathleen Sweeney, Co-founder 
Don't Trash the Catskills  

Krae Van Sickle, Co-Founder 
Drawdown East End  
 

Amy Rosmarin, Executive Director 
Earthkeeper Health Resources  

Mike Ewall, Executive Director 
Energy Justice Network  
 

Irene Weiser, Coordinator 
Fossil Free Tompkins  

Barbara Woods, Co-lead Environmental 
Justice Team, Fourth Universalist 
Fourth Universalist Society in the City of 
New York  
 

Mary Finneran, Co-founder 
FrackBustersNY  

Jessica Roff, Plastics & Petrochemicals 
Program Manager 
GAIA: Global Alliance for Incinerator 
Alternatives  
 

Patricia Wood, Executive Director 
Grassroots Environmental Education  

Mark Dunlea, Chair 
Green Education and Legal Fund  
 

Suzie Ross, Co-founder and Chairperson 
Green Ossining  

Cassandra Lems, At Large Member of the 
Executive Committee 
Green Party of New York  
 

Diane Brandli, President 
GreeningUSA  

Shannon Gillis, Co-founder 
Hands Off the Hudson  
 

Cindy Clifford, President 
Heart of Riverhead Civic Association  

Manna Jo Greene, Environmental Action 
Director 
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater  
 

Emily Puthoff, Co-founder 
Hudson Valley Bee Habitat  



Jennifer Geiger, Steering Committee Member 
Indivisible Mohawk Valley Climate Crisis 
Working Group  
 

Sharon Waskow, Founder and Co-leader 
It’s Easy Being Green  

Rebecca Martin, Lead Organizer 
KingstonCitizens.org  
 

Tawn Feeney, Contact 
Little Lakes Sustainability Network  

Lisa Tyson, Executive Director 
Long Island Progressive Coalition  
 

Steve Pierce, Special Projects Coordinator 
Media Alliance Inc  

Katherine Bini, Steering Committee Member 
Metro N.Y. Catholic Climate Movement  
 

Elisa Vett, Co-chair 
Mothers Out Front- Tompkins  

Ellen Schorsch, Member 
Mountain Top Progressives  
 

Guy Jacob, Conservation Chair 
Nassau Hiking & Outdoor Club  
 

Lucas Sanchez, Co-Executive Director 
New York Communities for Change  
 

Anthony Rogers-Wright, Director of 
Environmental Justice 
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest  
 

Cari Gardner, Vice Chair 
New York Progressive Action Network  
 

Paul Tick, Editor 
News from the Neighborhood  

Jerry Rivers  
North American Climate, Conservation and 
Environment  
 

Lisa Adamson, Partner 
North Country Earth Action  

Mark Haubner, President 
North Fork Environmental Council  
 

Matt Malina, Director & Founder 
NYC H2O  

Gregory Farmer, Executive Director 
Otsego Land Trust  
 

Anne Rogan, PhD 
Partners in Nutrition LLC  

Mark Dunlea, Convernor 
PAUSE / 350 Albany (People of Albany 
United for Safe Energy)  
 

Wayne Stinson, Action Committee 
Peacemakers of Schoharie County  

Doug Couchon, President 
People for a Healthy Environment  
 

Jennifer Scarlott, Coordinator 
Plant Native NW Bronx  
 



Peter Bauer, Executive Director 
Protect the Adirondacks!  
 

Matthew Miller, President 
Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk Teachers 
Association  
 

Marie Inserra, Member of Coordinator Group 
ResistSpectra  
 

Michael Richardson, Co-founder and Core 
Organizer 
Rivers & Mountains GreenFaith Circle  

William Mason, Owner 
Sanctuary Woods  
 

Yvonne Taylor, Vice President 
Seneca Lake Guardian  

Joseph Campbell, President 
Seneca Lake Guardian  
 

Teresa Kotturan,  
Sisters of Charity Federation  

Carol De Angelo, Director of Office of Peace, 
Justice and Integrity of Creation 
Sisters of Charity of New York  
 

Sister Joan Agro, Congregational Secretary 
Sisters of St. Dominic of Blauvelt, New York  
 

Doug Bullock, Founding member 
Solidarity Committee--Capital District  
 

Mazeda Uddin, CEO 
South Asian Fund For Education Scholarship 
and Training Inc  
 

Brien Weiner, President 
South Shore Audubon Society  
 

Susan Van Dolsen, Co-founder 
Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion  

Michael Chojnicki, President 
Sullivan Alliance for Sustainable Alliance  
 

Memo Salazar, Coordinator 
Sunnyside CSA  
 

Ryan Castalia, Executive Director 
Sure We Can  
 

Lisa Salomon, New York City Chapter 
Coordinator 
Surfrider Foundation New York City  
 

Mary Makofske, Action Committee 
Sustainable Warwick  
 

Lynn Saxton, Co-chair 
The Climate Reality Project, Western New 
York Chapter 
  

Pat Almonrode and Katherine Alford, Co-
facilitators 
Third Act NYC  
 

Kevin Cawley, Executive Director 
Thomas Berry Forum for Ecological Dialogue 
at Iona University  

Peter Bardaglio, Coordinator 
Tompkins County Climate Protection 
Initiative  

Laura Hartmann, Chair 
TownOfUlsterCitizens.org  



 
Mike Schade, Director, Mind the Store 
Toxic-Free Future  
 

Margaret Galbraith, President 
Transition Town Poer Washington  

Marcel Howard, Policy Analyst & 
Coordinator 
Upstream  
 

Gerald Hassett  
VFP  

Janice Joyce, Co-moderator 
Watervliet Huddle, Watervliet NY  
 

Nada Khader, Executive Director 
WESPAC Foundation, Inc.  

Caitlin Chang, Steering Chair 
Westchester Alliance for Sustainable 
Solutions (WASS)  
 

Charley Bowman, Chair 
Western New York Drilling Defense  

Catherine Cavanaugh  
Women Against War  
 

Jessica Lunt, Committee Member 
Woodstock Farm Festival  

Kurt Krumperman, Chair Public Policy 
Committee 
Zero Waste Capital District  
 

 

 


